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You Ain’t Seen Nothing Yet
A story is told about Gen. Dwight Eisenhower in the summer weeks
of 1945 after German surrender ended WWII in Europe. Riding
along a French byway, his jeep passed a still legible billboard with a
slogan written in French. Eisenhower leaned over to his translator
and asked what was on the sign. The translator responded, “Ah,
yes, in English that sign reads ‘Life is Prelude.’” Eisenhower
pondered the message for a moment and then responded, “We
have a saying like that in America, too: ‘You ain’t seen nothing yet!’”
What an exciting and
invigorating time to be a part of
life at Yates. So many of the
things which have been in
process have begun to show
signs of progress. After months
of demolition and preparation,
the walls of the new sanctuary,
the pavement of the new
parking lot, the finishing of the
sanctuary roof are all coming
into being before our eyes.
These visible signs of renewal
also mark the halfway point in construction. All the watching,
waiting, praying and support you have offered in this time of
dislocation and improvisation are now making a decisive turn
toward conclusion.
And when the sanctuary is finished, when the campus is restored,
when the last bulldozer pulls away, what then? As big an
accomplishment as it will be to have navigated successfully through
this time together, let’s remember that this is all prelude to the work
the sanctuary and the church campus will support.
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The deadline for the July Messenger is
June 15.
The purpose of Yates Baptist Church is to
be a community of believers who seek to
bring people into a personal relationship
with Jesus Christ and encourage each
other toward spiritual maturity.

(continued from page 1)
The church has chosen to invest heavily in a ministry future anchored at the corner of Cornwallis and Chapel
Hill Roads. It is a strong visionary claim on the neighborhood that will call for deep recommitment on all our
parts. I am determined now more than ever to see the church offer faithful ministry that lives up to the deep
trust that investment represents. Our trust is in God, and it is in every member-minister of the church. God is
faithful. I want all of us as ministers, both staff and congregation, to live faithfully into these times, too.
Now is the time to bring our very best “stuff” to life at Yates as we walk through the open door before us. It
will be amazing to cut the ribbon and walk through the open door to worship in our renewed sanctuary. We
need to be preparing ourselves and stepping courageously through doors that are opening before us right
now to get there. Even in the stereotypically “lazy days of summer,” I see you doing this in so many wonderful
ways:
• The church-wide season of study of God’s will and discernment through John
Ortberg’s All the Places to Go continues through July 23. The integration of our worship
life, personal and group study has been life-giving and energizing for many. Keep it up!
Thanks to our many teachers and home group leaders who have offered strong leadership in
this time of personal and congregational formation.
• Children and Student ministries are going full-steam. The Youth are gearing up for Youth
Sunday on July 9 and their second PASSPORT camp of the summer. The children will grow at
PASSPORTkids! camp and Vacation Bible School launches at the end of the month. Remain
prayerfully attentive to the great things that are happening in Yates’ ministry to the next
generation.
• Big Wednesday, July 19, provides a great opportunity for refreshment and outreach.
Bring a chair, your favorite side or dessert and enjoy an evening out at Forest Hills Park from
6-8PM. It is a chance to enjoy good food, grow closer together, make some new friends and
reach out and invite some others who need to know the church.
• The church is serving the community in meaningful ways. In July, we will feed the
community through OpenTable, support families without shelter through Families Moving
Forward and minister at the Orange County Correctional Facility. The literacy missions work of
our Wednesday ESL classes and the growing strength of the Glory of Christ Fellowship’s
ministry to internationals continues. This month, we will begin our journey to generate a
meaningful witness to our faith in response to health care needs through Duke Divinity
School’s Reimagining Health Collaborative. There are many varied ways to live out Jesus’
challenge in Matthew 25:31-40 these days.
• People are talking about leadership and committees. The Nominating Committee is
working to develop our leadership slate for the coming year. Listen to how the Holy Spirit is
calling to you and follow your passion! Commit to be part of something that puts your gifts to
work and gives you joy. Yates needs you.
• The Finance Committee is developing the 2017 church budget. Each dollar in the Yates
budget represents a hopeful investment in ministry for Jesus’ sake to the church and the
world. Participate by learning about what’s happening, asking questions, and taking
responsibility for the choices to which we all commit when the budget’s adopted. Remember,
too, that the church still needs your support across the summer months. Thank you for all the
ways you have contributed so far to the budget needs for 2017. It is easy to lose focus in
these summer months. Continue to prioritize financial support of Yates’ ministries this summer.

(continued on page 3)
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(continued from page 2)
July 2017 is a time of study, nurturing emerging leaders, going on mission, reaching out, evangelizing,
lending ourselves to leadership, practicing generosity. These are all means by which God forms us into
Christians who live, individually and collectively, in service of the One the Scriptures declare “able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us.” Each task
serves a purpose here and how, and each points us to a future that is yet to be known, grasped, or even
imagined. All this may be, in fact, prelude.
And that also means we ain’t seen nothing yet. Thanks be to God!
Grace and Peace,

Yates VBS 2017
July 31 — August 3
9:00 am — 12:00 pm

Preregister now!
Sign up today to be a part of this great VBS opportunity — we will learn
about a great mission partner at work in our community and find ways
that we can be involved. PLUS: we’ll see some great tools in action
right on our own campus since we are also “under construction.” Sign
up online at http://bit.ly/2smvjHI.

We’re looking for volunteers! If you want to help with our VBS, contact J.
Muckenfuss or Judy Fenton today!
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News from the CDC
Dear members of the Yates Baptist Church congregation –
RIP Ms. Bernice…
As I’m sure you have heard, Ms. Bernice, our long term chef, passed
away suddenly and unexpectedly on June 17th. The funeral was held
at Lincoln Memorial Baptist Church in Durham on June 22. The
Church was packed with family, co-workers, friends and CDC
parents. Rebecca Jones spoke during the service as the CDC’s
representative as she and Bernice had worked together for 19 years.
Her words were thoughtful and moving. I have included her speech
in its entirety below:
Family was extremely important to Bernice. Over the years, we spent numerous
hours discussing our families. She cared deeply for her family and they were
constantly in her thoughts and prayers. Not only did she care about her family but
she cared about all the families around her. I can remember many conversations that
we had about my children. My daughter, Allison, visited Ms. Bernice each time she
came home from college to say hello and have some tuna salad. Ms. Bernice made it
for her each time because no one else could make it like her.
As you all know, Bernice was the chef at Yates Baptist CDC. This was a job that she
thoroughly enjoyed. Being at school each day was important to her and I know that
she came to work on days that she did not feel well. Her face would always light up
when the children and staff told her how delicious the food was. Many staff members
will tell you – I gained weight when I came to Yates because of Ms. Bernice’s
cooking! It made her day when the children would ask for seconds! She took pride in
her food tasting good and looking good on the plate.
Another thing that Bernice loved doing at Yates was visiting the baby room. For
several years she would rock the babies at nap time. She called it her “Rock a Time”.
During this time, she rocked the babies, spoke softly to them, and sang to them and
sometimes she napped with them! Numerous parents have posted comments on
Facebook over the past few days about Ms. Bernice rocking their children to sleep
and how their children only went to sleep when Ms. Bernice was rocking them. It
meant a lot to these parents for her to take time out of her schedule each day to
nurture and love their children.
Bernice’s job at Yates was more than just a job to her. It was a place that she could
make a difference whether in the life of a child or one of her co-workers. She loved
the people that she worked with and was always willing to listen and offer assistance
when she could.
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(cont. from previous page)
Bernice wore many hats: daughter, sister, mother, grandmother, great grandmother,
aunt, niece, co-worker, friend and encourager – just to name a few. She did it with all
of her heart and because of these many hats – she will be forever in our hearts.
I would like to close with a scripture from Revelation 14:13 – “Then I heard a voice
from Heaven say, “Write this, Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on”.
“Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labor for their deeds will follow them”.
Now that Jesus has called her home to rest from her labor, I know that she would
want us to love and encourage as she did.
Godspeed Bernice – hang up your apron, take off your hat, turn off the kitchen light
and take your rest.”
In the midst of the sadness of Ms. Bernice’s passing, we also had things to celebrate. One
of our long term teachers gave birth to a beautiful baby girl on June 23. Baby and Mom are
doing well. It was also time for the CDC’s rating scales assessment in early June (this gives
us our 5-star rating) and we were delighted when we achieved a great score! Teachers,
administrators and parents all came together and worked as a team to prepare for the
assessment.
We are currently enrolling for the 2017-18 school year and we have a few slots available for
three and four year olds. If you know of anyone who is looking for a warm and nurturing
child care environment, please send them our way. We would like to have more families
represented in the CDC who are also Yates Baptist Church families. If you would like to tour
the facility and meet our teachers and administrators, please call 919-489-5760 to set up a
mutually convenient time. You may also like to check out our website www.yatescdc.org.

Warmly, June

Happy 4th of July!

Bernice wore many hats: daughter, sister,
mother, grandmother, great grandmother,
aunt, niece, co-worker, friend and encourager
– just to name a few. She did it with all of her
heart and because of these many hats – she
will be forever in our hearts.
— Rebecca Jones
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Yates on Mission
July 2017

Spotlight: Pastor Rushombo
Meet Pastor Samuel Rushombo of the
Glory of Christ Fellowship
On March 5, Yates began hosting
the worship services of the Glory of
Christ Fellowship, a congregation
worshipping in the Kinyarwanda
language spoken by neighbors from
Congo, Rwanda and Burundi. On
Mother’s Day, the GoCF Praise Choir
shared their musical gifts during our
first morning services in the Fellowship
Hall “Tent of Meeting.”
As we continue to grow closer
together in ministry, get to know the capable pastor of the Glory of
Christ Fellowship, Pastor Samuel Rushombo:
Tell us about your family:
I was born in Democratic Republic of the Congo on June 12,
1966. I was married to a beautiful lady by the name of Penina
Nyirabintu on September 7, 1991, and God has blessed us with four
children: three girls and one boy. I work at Lindley Habilitation Services as a care provider supporting people with developmental
disabilities and other disabilities.
How long have you and your family lived in the US?
My family and I have lived in the US for 5 years and 11 months,
we have one child, named Gift, with us here. Three others are still in
Africa.
How long have you
been a pastor?
I was ordained as
a Pastor in July 1995,
and in January 1996
my wife and I started a
church in Rwanda by
the name of Eglise des
Louanges à Christ au
Rwanda (Glory of
Christ Church in Rwanda). By the grace of God, we were able to open 6 more churches
around the country under our leadership. After we moved to the US,
6 14,
Hope
House
we were led by the Holy Spirit to start a ministry here.
On June
2016 Glory of Christ Fellowship was born.

Yates volunteers will
host Families Moving
Forward on July 5 & 6.
Due to the July
4th holiday, our dinner
hosting and child care duties were cancelled for July 3 & 4.
Volunteers are needed to provide
food, dinner host and assist with child
care on July 5 & 6. Please sign up on the
online FMF chart that Kathy provides.
On Sunday,
July 16, a
team of Yates
members will
worship and
fellowship in
Hillsborough
at the Orange County Correctional Center.
The team will provide the sermon,
prayers, and snacks for over 50 men.
The Center’s rousing praise band,
the Ready Band, will sing and some of the
men will offer testimonies of how God is
at work in their lives. You will feel the Holy
Spirit’s presence in the room and will
leave having received a great blessing to
your own faith!
In order to participate, please contact
Christopher Ingram by Monday, July 10 (a
list of all participants must be sent to the
chaplain's office at OCCC on Tuesday
prior to our visit). The team will meet at
the church at 6:15 PM and the return by
about 9:15 PM.

Tell us about the people the Glory of
Christ Fellowship is reaching. Who does
GoCF hope to reach in the future?
Glory of Christ Fellowship is reaching
immigrants from Africa and hope to reach
Americans in the future, too.
How can a relationship with Yates help
fulfill that mission?
Yates Baptist Church will help Glory of
Christ Fellowship fulfill its mission through
strong, prayerful partnership.

Training Extravaganza
Saturday, August 19
Hayes Barton Baptist Church
1800 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh
“Equipping Leaders to Make
Life-Long Disciples”
8:30 am - noon
Two workshop sessions are
available for you to select, topics related
to missions, outreach and the different
age groups. A full list of session topics
can be found on the Yates Asso. website.
Two Leadership Labs will also be
offered: A Effective Visioning Strategy
and Creating an Effective Church
Communicating Strategy.
Register for morning labs by calling
919-231-3995 or emailing
rebecca@raleighbaptist.org.
Sponsored by the Raleigh, Yates, Little
River and Johnston Baptist Associations

SonShine
Ministry
Memories from
SonShine VBS

Yates was recently
accepted into an
exciting program that
interfaces the church's
considerable medical
experience with her discipleship and mission. The Reimagining Health
Collaborative is a project coordinated by Duke Divinity School's
Theology, Medicine and Culture Initiative. The program brings churches,
community organizations and the Divinity School into 2-year cycles of
learning and service together.
These cohorts discern community needs and congregational
resources to develop ministries that engage more fully in God’s healing
and restoring work through innovative and faithful practices of health
and health care. For the next two years, the program is focusing on the
theme "The Church and Mental Health."
Be open to how God may be calling you (and all of us) to participate in the healing work of Jesus in new ways as we learn together in
days to come!
Yates was proud to host the Triangle
Nonprofit and Volunteer Center's "Youth
Summer Service Weeks" this year June
19-30. YSSW is a new initiative that
offered area high school-aged youth with
an affordable, local, week-long urban
mission experience in the summer. This year, a diverse team of youth
participants learned together about community social issues, such as
housing, hunger, poverty, housing, immigration/refugee concerns and
caring for the environment.
Their learning was illuminated by daily work with local agencies
making a difference and helping our neighbors. Students spent
Monday through Friday in teams working on a variety of service
projects, talking with and learning from community leaders, dining
together, and reflecting collectively on how to build lives of civicmindedness and community service.
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CHURCH-WIDE
ACTIVITIES &
EVENTS

S. O. A. R. Dates
(times all 2:00PM)

June 27

Thursday, July 27th

July 25

8:00AM – Leave Yates
parking lot
8:45AM – Breakfast @
Farmers’ Market Restaurant
followed by shopping
at the Farmers’ Market
Return to Yates around 12:00Noon

August 29
September 26
October 31
*November 14
12noon
(Sr. Adult
Appreciation
Luncheon – Staff
prepare & serve)
December 19
SOAR is Senior
Opportunities for
Activity and
Recreation

COST: $3.00 (travel – Pay Ted or church)
The rest is up to you! $$ for breakfast
and whatever you buy at the market.

Reservation deadline:
Sign up by Sunday, July 9th

Jordan Lake Excursion

Thursday, September 14th
9:00AM – Leave Yates parking lot
10:00AM – Board Triangle Boat Tours
12:00N – Return to the dock and travel to
nearby picnic area for a box lunch.

COST: $30.00 for 2 hour guided tour and
a box lunch.

Reservation deadline:
Sign up by Sunday, September 3rd
LIMITED TO FIRST 23 PEOPLE
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(in which Sr. Adults are
encouraged to
participate)
Wednesday, May 31st
Fun & Fellowship at
FOREST HILLS PARK
6:00PM – 8:00PM
Wednesday, July 19th
Fun & Fellowship at
FOREST HILLS PARK
6:00PM – 8:00PM
Vacation Bible School
July 31 – August 3
(Volunteer today)
Wednesday, August 9th
Fun & Fellowship at
FOREST HILLS PARK
6:00PM – 8:00PM

Gospel Singing & Supper @ RON’S BARN
Thursday, October 5th

5:00PM – Leave Yates parking lot
6:30PM – Arrive @ Ron’s Barn
7:00PM – Buffet & Gospel Singing
by Mercy’s Cross
~10:00PM – Arrive back at Yates
COST: $3.00 (Travel – pay Ted or church)
$11.00 (pay at the door) for
all you care to eat buffet plus beverage
and gratuity.
RESERVATION DEADLINE: Sign up by
Sunday, October 1st

SENIOR ADULT APPRECIATION LUNCHEON
Tuesday, November 14th, 12:00 NOON
Yates Baptist Fellowship Hall
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(Lunch prepared and served
by Yates Ministerial Staff)

Entertainment by Renea Henderson
(Christian comedienne)

Tanglewood Festival of Lights - Winston-Salem
(with dinner/lupper @ Stamey’s Barbecue – Greensboro)
Tuesday, November 28th
3:00PM – Leave Yates parking lot
4:00PM – Arrive at Stamey’s BBQ for dinner/lupper
6:00PM – Tanglewood Festival of Lights opens
~10:00PM – Arrive back at Yates
COST: $5.00 (travel & admission – pay Ted or church
$$ - Money for dinner/lupper at Stamey’s BBQ. Prices range from
$6 to $10, plus drink & dessert (if desired).

Reservation deadline: Sign up by Sunday, November 19th!
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June 29, 2017

Growing God's House
Newsletter

Construction Update

Worth the Wait

Work on the new mechanical
system is nearly complete. The
HVAC system for the education
building is fully operational.
The concrete block walls have
been set, and the interior
framing of the sanctuary walls
and windows is ongoing.
Expect installation of the brick
veneer and new roof during the
next couple of months.

Work has begun in earnest on
our new parking lot. The lot
has been graded and the storm
drainage is in place. Over the
next several weeks, the curb
and gutters will be cut and
gravel placed on the site.
The construction project is on
schedule.

Nearly ten years ago Yates made a significant investment
in the future of the church. We decided to purchase the
two properties adjacent to the church with the plan of one
day increasing our parking. We didn't know when this
would occur, but we took at step of faith that a God would
provide a way and the means. Today, in the summer of
2017, it is exciting to look at the construction of this new
parking lot and reflect on how God has been faithful,
fulfilling all of our plans and dreams.
That's how our relationship with Christ works. We have
to faithfully trust him, not knowing what the endpoint or
outcomes might be. Waiting requires patience, relying on
God’s promises to sustain and lend hope when the end
cannot be seen. “I wait for the Lord, my soul does wait,
10
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June 29, 2017

And in His word do I hope” Psalm 130:5.

Timeline of
Construction Dates
Disclaimer: The dates which are
given are "predicted" times for
completion of certain phases of
the job. These dates may change,
so please utilize this as a general
outline.

But we know that God, in His perfect time, will create
countless blessings for us when we value our relationship
with Him. “For I know the plans that I have for you”,
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jer. 29:11.
Acts of faith may take years to realize, but God's ways
are always the best and are worth the wait. Praise God
for His faithfulness, His promises and for His provision to
each one of us and to Yates!
“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than
all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!
Amen.” Eph. 3:20-21

March - Aug 2017 Installation of
the HVAC system
May - July 2017 Construction of
new south parking lot
July - Aug 2017 Installation of
sanctuary brick veneer and
windows
August - October 2017 Work on
interior finishes
November 2017 Projected
completion of the sanctuary
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Congratulations to our Yates CDC staff who have renewed
their 5-star rating for the next three years following their
recent NC rating scales examination. They achieved the
highest aggregate score they’ve ever had on this year’s
rating, in spite of the ongoing deconstruction and
construction around them!
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Leadership Training
Workshop

Friday, July 28 - 6:30-9:30 pm
Saturday, July 29 - 8:30 am - 4:00 pm
(Must attend all sessions for certification)
Cost: $35.00 includes book, snacks and Saturday
continental breakfast and lunch
Raleigh Baptist Association
820 S New Hope Road, Raleigh

Registration Deadline: Tuesday, July 18
Contact 919-231-3995 for more info.
Become a part of this important ministry!
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Fun and fellowship at

FOREST HILLS PARK
1639 University Dr., Durham, NC 27707

July 19
6:00-8:00 pm

•Hamburgers, hot dogs, sides &

WEDNESDAYS

desserts
•Tailgate games
•Splash park
•Playground
•Music

• Private, fully covered seating area
(wheelchair accessible!)
• 2-hour buffet from Bull City Hospitality
featuring all you can eat hamburgers, hot
dogs, grilled chicken, baked beans, slaw,
chips with dip and more, PLUS soft
drinks, tea and water!
• Kids run the bases after the game!

Please pay for your
tickets through the
church office.
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!

1
3
7
8
9
13
15
16
17
18
19
21
25
26
27
28
30
31

Mason Gardner
Drew Griffin
Justin Hall, Marcia Stedman
Ned Griffin
Martha Pickett
John Payne, Lawrence Whitted
Larry Strawbridge
Laura Garcia
Fei-Lin Scruggs
LaVerne Burch, Gayle Davis, Mindy Elliott
Bea Springle
Faye Cato, Draxie Kirby
Sandra Mears
Tom Lloyd, Pam Riley, Gary Stickley
Bill Benson, Carolyn Strawbridge
Brent Thomas
Carrie Lee Cheek, Beverly Garcia, Barri Payne
Sue Compton
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Ministry Volunteers for July
Church Oﬃce Volunteers
Week of Jul 3: Mon: Stephanie Taylor Fri: Tom Amoreno
Week of Jul 10: Tues: Be2y Yount
Week of Jul 17: Tues: Be2y Yount Fri: Stephanie Taylor
Week of Jul 24: Tues: Be2y Yount Fri: Alfred Dula
Deacon of the Week: 2: Lynn Odom 9: Dus<n Williams 16: John Williams 23: Australia Clay 30: Gayle Davis
Ushers
2: 11:00: Courtney Thornton, Gary S<ckley, Bryce Bates, Harold Burch, Lamar Willis, Chuck Riley
9: 8:30: Bridger Cothran, John Guyton, Carl Williams
11:00: Jason McGhinnis, Gail Killough, Chuck Riley, John Garcia, Brandon Garcia, Jacob McGhinnis
16: 8:30: Lawrence Whi2ed, Brian Whi2ed, Warren Jones
11:00: John Garcia, Lamar Willis, Brandon Garcia, Brian Nunnally Jr., Sam Haithcock
23: 8:30: Bridger Cothran, Kevin Shinn, John Williams
11:00: Lindsay Cook, Gail Killough, Lamar Willis, Diane Beddingﬁeld, Sam Haithcock, Pat Parker
30: 8:30: Lawrence Whi2ed, Brian Whi2ed, Warren Jones
11:00: John Garcia, Lamar Willis, Brandon Garcia, Brian Nunnally Jr., Sam Haithcock
Greeters
2: FLC: Todd Thornton
9: FLC: Alfred Dula
16: FLC: Sally Picke2
23: FLC: Alfred Dula
30: FLC:

Welcome Center: Sherry Turner, Be2y Thompson
Welcome Center: Larry & Linda Mercer
Welcome Center: Gail Zedick, Nancy Young
Welcome Center: Sam & Marilyn Haithcock

FH: Diane Beddingﬁeld

Worship Away Delivery
2: Group A: Charlie & Judy Rigsbee Group B: Felicia Cothran
9: Group A: Bill & Be2y Yount Group B: Carol Treichler
16: Group A: Australia Clay Group B: Donna Athas
23: Group A: Alfred Dula Group B: Felicia Cothran
30: Group A: Linda Miller Group B: Robert & Mary Ann Mallard

Memorials
Contributions have been made to Growing God’s House in memory of Charles Hinnant by Vance & Lafay Smith, Rosie
Hampton Sunday School Class, Earl & Mary Chappell, Beulah M. Latta, Bucky and Molly Simmons, Erma Whittington;
in honor of Pam Wheeler by Barbara Guthrie; in memory of Joyce Young by Rosie Hampton Sunday School Class.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Christian sympathy is extended to the family of Jewel Tharrington in the death of her niece Lesley Weaver; to the family and CDC
family of Bernice Nichols.
Welcome new member Naomi Miller.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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