
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, 

agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with 

you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 13 The grace of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with all of you. 

 

The words we read today conclude Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians. These 

words endure most often in worship as concluding words of blessing and sending 

as the congregation disperses. Along with the comfort of these words, there is 

challenge: “Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in 

peace.” 

Paul’s blessing extends to us those things in short supply these days, living in 

isolation, amidst the ongoing violence, outrage, protest, conflict and division. 

• “Put things in order.” That is, be about the work of mending, restoring and 

completing. 

• “Listen to my appeal.” That is, be comforted and be a comfort. 

• “Agree with one another.” That is, overcome your self-interest by aligning 

yourself in relationships beyond your self-interest. 

• “Live in peace.” That is, seek the deep satisfaction of resting in God’s 

shalom, to trust God’s presence and provision, where there is enough for 

all. 

I like the King James Version’s snappy and direct rendering of it: “Be perfect, be of 

good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace.” Whatever your translation, it is a tall 

order. It is an alternative to the self-serving way of the world. 

As children, we learned to pledge to be one nation under God. Here, the blessing 

calls for us to live as one church under God. When the church can do that 

faithfully, we might show our nation what it might mean to live as one nation 

under God, too. The bold assurance of this blessing is that the God of peace will 

be with us as we work toward restoration, reconciliation and rest for ourselves 

and our neighbor. 



In our physical distance-keeping and our mask wearing, let’s revisit the holy kiss at 

another time! 

But “the God of peace will be with us in our work.” That’s what I want us to 

remember. What do we mean when we say “God” at all? You might want to 

protest and say we talk about God all the time as a church.  Yes, we do talk a lot 

about what God wants of us.  Though we should do it more often, we also talk 

about what God has done for us and is doing for us by sharing the Gospel. 

But we don't talk very much about who God is. I think this is because talking 

about God can be very difficult, because when we do, we must speak in the way 

God has shown us. It’s shared as the final verse of the letter: “The grace of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all 

of you.” This is the identity of the God of peace with whom all that holy work will 

be done. 

God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God. I’m talking now about the Trinity, of 

course. Try to define the Trinity and you end up with nonsensical math where 

1+1+1=1. Try to draw the Trinity and you end up with very difficult geometry, an 

impossible Venn diagram that somehow tries to show that Jesus is God, the 

Father is God, the Spirit is God – but Jesus is not the Father, the Father is not the 

Spirit and so forth. 

Maybe it is helpful today not to try and visualize God in this way. Instead, Duke 

Divinity School’s Jeremy Begbie taught me a different way to expand my 

imagination of the Triune God. After all, our eyes teach us that only one thing can 

occupy a space at one time. And this is very helpful, because it keeps us from 

running into trees while taking a walk outside. But it’s very difficult to envision 

one God who is three persons by that same visual reliance. 

So what happens if you close your eyes and open your ears? Imagine yourself in 

front of a piano, and you strike one note. That one note, with its unique tone and 

texture, fills all of your heard space, your mind and heart are all subject to the 

work of that one note. 

Add another note, and that note fills the same space, yet you hear it as distinct – 

undeniably two notes. In our heard world, things can be in and through each 

other. They sound in and through each other. They can inter-penetrate.  Maybe 



we can now understand more deeply what Jesus means in Scriptures like John 

14:11 when he says, “Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father 

is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.” You might 

not be able to draw that, but in a sense, you might hear it! 

Now add another note and you have a three-note chord. Three distinct notes fill 

your heard space all together in one unity. In your mind’s eye, all three fill your 

heard space, but you never lose the capacity to discern the individual personality 

of the notes. 

I want you to notice, too, how the importance of each note is not diminished by 

adding another.  If anything, the uniqueness is enhanced by the relationship that 

comes by the presence of others. The notes work together, dwelling within one 

another, resonating with one another and enhance each other. There are many 

ways their interrelationship can move with joy, sadness, tension or resolution. 

From this point of view, the Trinitarian life of God is a love song; three equal 

persons, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, each one dwelling in the 

other and enhancing each other by virtue of an unceasing song of mutual love. 

Never losing their individual personality, they move in unity of will and mutual 

communion. 

I hope you believe with me that Anna and Nyssa, the choirs, the orchestra and 

bells have much to teach us even before the first word is sung! 

Back to my original question – who is this God who is with us? It seems that to 

know who God is really to embrace how God is. God is an eternal relationship, an 

everlasting, perfect communion. 

To be one church under God is to trust God’s life as our own and live it out here 

and now. 

It is not easy – sometimes even risky – to live a Trinitarian faith. It means love, 

vulnerability, openness to another, self-giving, sharing and participating in each 

other’s lives – in order to lift another up. That is how Jesus lived, and died. That is 

the resurrected, ascended, and Pentecostal life he offers us. Our world neither 

recognizes nor rewards this kind of life. To the world it looks like weakness or 

dependency. But in God’s world, it looks like holiness. 



Whenever we see the world through someone else’s eyes, whenever the joys and 

sorrows of another become our own, whenever we completely give ourselves to 

another holding nothing back, whenever we open ourselves to receive another 

unconditionally, whenever we both lose and find our life in the life of another – 

those are the times when we are most like God. Then we have moved from being 

created in the image, or the pattern, of God and we have begun living like the 

Triune God.  We may not understand it exactly, but we can be a part of it – and 

we can show a watching nation, and watching world, who God is by living how 

God does. 


