
It’s that feeling you get when the end of a hard season is in sight and there are 

good things on the horizon – summer break, graduation, vacation, retirement, the 

end of a sermon – whatever it may be. It’s the feeling that carries us through the 

remaining hardship and keeps you going because you can see the end and the 

end is good. 

One of the reasons I grieve for an entire class of students this year is that they 

can’t really know it in the same way many of us have - the rush of that feeling 

they’ve been anticipating for so long – the rush that comes with the countdown 

to the end of things. In their case, graduation. I’m talking about hope. 

Hope! It’s a powerful force in our lives. 

It’s hope that Peter says is possible for us today because of Jesus – hope even in 

the midst of hardship. We can live hopeful lives because we have been given a 

vision of the end: Jesus is victorious, and we are victorious in him. Of course, this 

is the proclamation of Easter, and since every Sunday is a little Easter of sorts, 

today’s a great day to share that again. 

Victory in Christ is sometimes misunderstood or misused. Some see it as an 

excuse to run away from society and any responsibility to it. Others view his 

victory as an indication that everything is okay now. Others view Christ’s victory 

skeptically because the hard realities of our world, even in our day and time, 

suggest proclaiming the victorious Christ all a sort of lie. 

The early church could easily have found itself in that place. Early Christians’ 

circumstances may often have felt like real defeat more than salvation. They were 

powerless against a powerful culture, abused and sometimes suffered greatly 

because they bore the name “Christian.” 

When we suffer it’s hard to imagine any good ending. We can suffer when we try 

to live sacrificial lives of love and forgiveness at home and in the workplace. We 

can suffer when we speak unpopular words of conscience in our world and 

experience indifference or even disdain. We can suffer when we endure the 

waves of powerful temptation in our own hearts. When we are suffering – as 

Christians – we also struggle to trust the proclamation of a victorious Savior in our 

circumstances. 



That struggle, is the place that we are invited to remain, remaining there long 

enough for God to lead us back to see Jesus, and to see him as our good ending. 

We are invited today to see him as our hope because Jesus has passed through 

suffering into victory. And we have that because we have been united to Christ by 

faith so that all that belongs to him is ours. This means his death, his life and his 

victory. 

This is where the entire reading today points. It is a vision of the risen Christ in 

heaven at the right hand of God, ruling over all things. That is what the New 

Testament wants us to see on every horizon. It’s what we see in Revelation when 

God says “I am making everything new!” (Rev. 21:5). Listen to how verse 22 

reads: “…Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with 

angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.” Jesus’ reign is a present 

reality for us, in our day and time. 

Now is the time to remember how he arrived there. We often think of the 

resurrection as the point of Christ’s victory. But that victory was won by way of 

Jesus’ quiet entry into history and dying in what seemed like a lost cause on the 

cross. Peter tells it in verse 18: “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 

righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the 

body but made alive in the Spirit.” Jesus’ victory came through suffering for our 

sake. In a sense, his dying was the beginning of his victory and suffering was the 

way he would move to rule over all things. He did not endure this for his own 

benefit. His victory is for those who hear the Good News and rest in it as the only 

lasting and true hope. In victory, Jesus claims the object of his deepest desire– 

you. Hope tells us that Jesus died to win us for himself. We belong to him no 

matter what our circumstances would have us believe. 

Peter retells the story of Noah and the flood and some old Jewish traditions about 

it to tell how, though Jesus was in the midst of his own humiliation, lying alone in 

a tomb, Jesus was alive in the Spirit proclaiming his victory. The Savior descended 

into the place of old enemies, telling them that the new thing had come and was 

here to stay, and the rescue had come. 

Peter remembers how the waters of Noah’s flood came as judgment against 

rebellion and simultaneously lifted Noah and his family to safety. It is a pattern for 

salvation. Jesus’ death was judgment against the enemies of God, his victory over 



them and their rescue. The baptism that Christian sisters and brothers share holds 

that same symbolic power. 

Our baptism isn’t just about getting wet or clean. It’s about uniting with Christ by 

faith and sharing in his victory. This isn’t some cliché meant to distract us from 

our present troubles with “pie in the sky by and by” platitudes. The victory of 

Jesus is a powerful, present reality meant to transform the way you and I live. It is 

the hope that speaks over the fears and troubles of life because Jesus is the one, 

sure constant in an uncertain world. 

Christ’s victory is the foundation supporting the call to action that begins our 

passage today. 

Remember how Peter begins: “Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do 

good?” He’s following up on Chapter 2, which insists that those who set their 

hope in Christ are called to follow him by enduring suffering while doing good to 

others, including those who cause the suffering. If evil is met with good, then the 

evil may end. But, Peter isn’t naïve. Suffering may also follow when we do the 

right thing. He understands that suffering produces fear in us. But the antidote to 

our fear, he insists, is Jesus. Quoting Isaiah, he declares “’Do not fear their threats; 

do not be frightened,’” and continues, “but in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. 

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have.” (1 Peter 3:14) 

To “revere Christ as Lord in our hearts” means we reckon his authority over all 

things as more powerful than the fearful things we face and keep him in the 

proper place in our hearts – on the throne. 

When we keep returning to this hope and endure, especially in times like these 

when circumstances press us, there may be some who ask about it. You might 

answer at considerable length, but let your first word be “Jesus.” 

His name is not a weapon, of course, nor is the good news a hammer. The 

Scripture counsels that you offer your hopeful answer “with gentleness and 

respect, keeping a clear conscience.” (1 Peter 3:15-16) These are the kinds of 

words that neutralize the accusations that come so often against modern 

Christians – that we are proud, entitled or self-righteous. If we are those things 

(and sometimes we are), then turn around and run quickly back to Jesus. We 



answer with gentleness and respect because this hope is not something we 

deserve or have earned.  It is a gift. Christ came and suffered for sinners to bring 

us to God. He is gentle with us. Be gentle with others, too. 

We walk a difficult road these days, incredibly difficult for some of you. We are at 

the mercy of an unmerciful virus, unmerciful people in an unmerciful world. Some 

of you face fears that others cannot know. When the fears and frustrations are 

upon you, may they provoke you to look up at the promise that the end is in sight. 

Don’t ask me when. Don’t ask me exactly how. Look to the horizon and you won’t 

see a finish line. You will see a person – Jesus. And seeing him in his victory is our 

strength and hope to endure this day. And that is enough. 


