
Today is Palm Sunday, the first day of Holy Week. The Gospels recall with worshipful 

fanfare how Jesus enters the holy city of Jerusalem. The city is swollen with pilgrims 

who have arrived to celebrate Passover, the great Jewish celebration of emancipation of 

the oppressed Hebrews from slavery in Egypt. Every year, they remember how the 

people were loosed from their captivity, so that through them their vocation to be the 

light to the nations might carry on to its fulfillment.  

Palm Sunday comes at a great time any year, but maybe even more so this year.  We 

just want to feel good with all the hard news confronting our world. On this day, at 

least, we can picture the disciples moving through it all confidently with heads held 

high. Palm Sunday looks like a big bright spot amid the gloominess of Lent and the 

darkness of the Holy Week ahead. 

But we can’t remember this moment apart from the awareness that Jesus’ arrival in the 

Holy City on Palm Sunday will be his last.  All the jubilation is quickly overcome with 

shadow. By week’s end, Jesus will die a lonely death on a Roman cross. 

This day also invites us to profound reflection. Think about it: we find the world on the 

brink of a most momentous event.   The very Son of God was about to be handed over, 

betrayed, abused, murdered.  There was, in a sense, going to be a death in God within 

days.   The universe was about to turn the corner from endless darkness back toward 

the Light (into that Light that the darkness cannot overcome). All that is at stake cannot 

ever be overestimated or overstated.   It is a point in time when all of creation holds its 

breath as it plays out. 

As is so often the case with Jesus, though, we receive things of eternal significance in a 

simple story. Surely, we have come to understand this by now.  After all, Christians are a 

people who have been taught to remember Jesus’ life, death and resurrection – the very 

saving work of God in our lives and for our world – when we receive and share simple 

gifts of bread and cup. Today, I want us to focus on a couple of small details that speak 

beyond themselves to our live. 

All the grandeur of Palm Sunday’s story begins with a rather mundane concern – Jesus 

needs transportation into the city.  He dispatches a pair of disciples to obtain some 

animals for Jesus to enter Jerusalem properly.  On their Master’s instruction, the two go 

to a nearby village, and just as he had said, they find a colt tied securely alongside its 

mother. As they loose the animals, the owners appear on the scene and demand to 



know what’s going on.  Jesus has told them how to respond. “The Lord needs it,” they 

say. 

Some commentators suggest that this is a pre-arranged password. Others think the 

animals’ owners are simply convinced by the sincerity and deep faith in the disciples’ 

response. We’re not told. But they willingly release the donkey and the colt, and the 

disciples bring them to Jesus. 

With these animals, Jesus triumphantly proceeds into Jerusalem. The people could 

probably catch the dramatization of Zechariah’s Old Testament prophecy: “Rejoice 

greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, 

righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

(Zech. 9:9) 

The king had arrived and deliverance was at hand. “Hosanna!” the people cried.  Save 

us, please! 

As we remember that first Palm Sunday today, I’d like for us to turn to the simpler 

prologue of the bigger, flashier moment. I think it speaks deeply into our lives today. 

But to do that, we’ll need to turn our attention back to those animals, tied up and 

awaiting release.  I’ll put it this way: do you find yourself tied down by something that 

limits your freedom, or that prevents you from fully realizing your potential, or that 

distracts you from the ideals you believe in and long for? If you are like me, it’s probably 

not just one thing, but many things. 

Listening to this story, we can ask what needs “untying” in you and me?  How are you 

tied down? What is tying you down?  What is part of your life or within you that needs 

to be loosed, released, let go, untied, so you can join in the triumphal march of life as a 

full participant in God’s redeeming work? Many of us feel bound to situations now or 

things in our past that weigh us down like a heavy burden.  Yet we may, consciously or 

unconsciously, long for freedom. 

Some of us are tied to our possessions, to our comfortable way of life, structuring our 

lives first and foremost to quiet our fear of losing them. Some of us are tied to negative 

feelings toward others; we live amidst broken relationships, estrangement, intolerance, 

alienation, or separation. Some are tied up in knots by compulsions or addictions that 

can harm us and others physically, psychologically and spiritually. Some of us are tied 

down and held back by the burden of our sins, past and present. Some of us are tied to 



a relentless sense of unworthiness that leads to feelings of resignation, apathy or 

despair. We tell ourselves we’re not good enough to succeed, not strong enough to 

carry our responsibilities, not important enough for anyone to have even a small peek at 

our real selves, since our real selves aren’t worth much anyway.  That hopelessness, the 

fear of being unacceptable, very often shows up in those things that we do that we 

don’t want to do but keep on doing despite all our desires for something different. 

These are just a few of the ways we are tied up. Maybe you can identify with some of 

them. Maybe they’ll help you identify something in your life that you need to untie and 

let go. Besides our own need to be freed from such burdens, there is an eternal reason 

why we need to untie that which is holding us down. It is a word of amazing grace about 

how God chooses to be with us. 

Remember what Jesus taught those disciples long ago? “The Lord needs them.” I believe 

that is a word for us, too.  The Lord needs us. Each of us has been created with purpose, 

given diverse and unique gifts by the Holy Spirit. They’ve been given to us to use.  We 

are called to be the body of Christ, hands, feet, voices that work for the Kingdom of God 

and to serve others in Christ’s name. The Lord needs us and doesn’t want any part of us 

tied down by those things, attitudes, or behaviors that prevent us from getting that 

work done. 

God’s side in that relationship is known by God’s love. We may not be worthy in terms 

of deserving God’s love. None of us are, but we are not worthless.  The good news of 

God in Jesus Christ is that we have been saved, that we are eternally loved, though we 

are still sinners. Though our relationships with God or others may need repair, though 

we cling to our possessions, though – whatever.  The grace of God in Christ is lavished 

upon each of us. What we must do is wake up and receive God’s love and allow it to 

transform us and live that transformation out in the world. 

What needs untying in you? If you are ready to ask, God is ready to answer. We will be 

able to untie these things if we respond in faith – the faith that comes in the humble 

obedience of these disciples running an errand for their Master that gave way to the 

spontaneous joy of the great procession of deliverance by the Lord. May we join the 

holy processional by responding to his call and untie all that needs untying. “the Lord 

needs them.” The Lord needs us, too – each and every one of us.  Amen. 


