
Vision Reflections — Sean Fenton 

Yates Baptist Church has been waiting, waiting, waiting. We are waiting for a vision from the 
Lord. We are waiting for a clear direction regarding who we are and what we should be doing.  
While we are waiting, we have also been at work. Just as Mary and Joseph left Nazareth for 
Bethlehem, just as shepherds left their flocks at night, just as wise men from the east followed 
a star that led them to a manger and a Babe, all in anticipation for God’s revelation, we too, 
have been moving closer to that time and place for God to reveal His vision for us.


This past Thursday, the Vision Leadership Team met with the deacons and Christopher, J and 
Danny, to share our progress with them at discerning God’s vision for us. We have been 
praying over, meditating on, and digesting the many conversations our church has had over 
these past several months. In our meeting with the deacons, we imagined what Yates might 
look like if our Yates community was growing. Not just growing in numbers but growing in our 
relationships with God and each other. What would it be like at Yates if we were full of life, the 
kind of life that Christ promised we would have when we are reborn through faith in Him? If we 
could be truly alive with Christ, just imagine the energy that we would feel when we are 
together. Maybe last week’s weather provided you with a sense of relief, staying home on a 
snowy Sunday. Wouldn’t it be amazing to experience a worship so compelling that you would 
miss it if you couldn’t come? We’ve heard from so many in our midst who want to feel 
energized. Our time together should not be a burden after which we are drained. Rather, our 
coming together should invigorate us to then go out. To go out and share. Share what? Share 
what God is doing in our life, in the life of our church. And what exactly is God doing? I’ll tell 
you what He is doing. He is changing us. He is changing us from something that is lukewarm, 
good for only spewing, to something which is both on fire and refreshing.


What if we were a community of people who were willing to be transformed by God, by the 
Holy Spirit, into the beings we were created to be. If that is what happens at Yates, then that is 
something I want to be a part of and something that I want to share with others. It’s nothing 
less than God’s total and complete Love. A love that transformed Himself into a man who was 
willing to give His life for us. That incarnation is what we celebrate at Christmas knowing that it 
leads to the ultimate sacrifice. A truly transformed life will be one that is willing to make 
sacrifices. It is with humility and awe that we await what God has in store for us. Over the next 
few weeks, members of the Vision Leadership Team will be sharing their testimonies of the 
experiences of God’s presence with us during this process. Then, on Sunday, January 13, we 
will have a combined worship service in which we will celebrate the vision that God is giving 
our church.


Can you begin to feel it? Can you sense the hopefulness that we will be a growing church? Do 
you feel the desire to be alive in Christ rather than struggling to survive? Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful to be energized by the Holy Spirit with the gifts we need to share God’s love with 
each other and the whole wide world? That’s what I’ve been hearing you say to me. That’s 
what our team has been hearing as we work to discern God’s direction for Yates. Soon, very 
soon, our waiting will turn in to a call for action. Be ready!



