
Vision Reflection --  December 23, 2018 --  Linda Mercer


IMAGINE

A growing community

Alive with Christ,

Energized to share

God’s transforming love.


	 Last week the Visioning Leadership Team began introducing this vision.  It is the fruit of 
a season of congregational prayer, conversation, and listening.  Listening for God’s leading as 
we IMAGINE the future He is IMAGINING for Yates Baptist Church.  


	 On these Sundays leading up to a worship service of celebration and affirmation on 
January 13th, a member of the Leadership Team will give testimony to how we have 
experienced God in this process.  At first I thought, well, that will be easy . . . but then as I 
prepared, it was more, “Wow, where will I start?  I only have about three minutes.”


	 The statement before you came together slowly as the Team poured over all the 
thoughts, goals, challenges and aspirations we had heard from you during the family meetings 
and small group conversations.  


We identified key words.  


We categorized comments into topics.  


We prayed . . . we asked God for wisdom, for discernment, for revelation  . . . 


and then suddenly, deep within our hearts, we felt God saying:  “Why do you keep asking?  I’ve 
already told you.  Were you listening?  Do not be lukewarm.”   


That is the message, you will remember, from October 7th Homecoming Sunday, delivered to 
the church by Jim Thompson.  It was the message God sent in a vision to the Apostle John for 
the Laodicean church as recorded in Revelation 3, and it was the message God gave Jim to 
deliver to us.   “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot.  I wish you were either one 
or the other!”  


	 We experienced God in that moment . . . words that describe a church, not lukewarm, 
but “alive,” began to come together.  I wish I could tell you that the specific phrases and 
wording just fell into place – but that didn’t happen.  God let us “word-wrangle” and pray, and 
discuss, and pray some more.  But, through this process, we were “alive with Christ.”


	 One of my favorite Christmas story scriptures is Luke 2:19.  The shepherds had arrived 
at the manger and were telling about the angels who had appeared to them.  All who heard 
what the shepherds were saying were amazed.  Then, we read, “But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart.” 


	 Ponder the words of this vision in your heart.  Keep the “vision card” that you received 
last Sunday near by.  If you did not receive a card, one will be available in the narthex after the 
service.  Read the IMAGINE vision often.  Picture what “A growing community alive with Christ, 
energized to share God’s transforming love” looks like.   And, then, ask God to reveal to you 
how you fit into this picture.


MERRY CHRISTMAS!


