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Jesus knows what we want without us having to say it, yet the Bible often shows Jesus asking 
people to tell him what it is they want.  Let’s read a few of these passages.  What do the people 
in these passages do when Jesus asks them what they want?  How does Jesus respond?  
 

Passage:  John 1:35-41   
Key verse 38:  Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What are you looking 
for?” (NRSV) 
 
Passage:  Matthew 20:20-28 
Key verse 21a:    “What do you want?” he asked.  (NRSV) 
 
Passage:  Matthew 20:29-34 
Key verse 32:  Jesus stopped and called them, “What do you want me to do for you?” (NRSV)  
 
Passage:  Mark 10:46-52 
Key verse 51a:  Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?”  (NRSV) 
 
Passage: John 5:2-9 
Key verse 6:  When Jesus saw [the blind man] lying there and knew that he had been there a long 
time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” (NRSV) 

 
 
Just like the people in these passages, we can be clear, faithful, fuzzy, or even misguided about 
our wants.  But, by sharing them with Jesus, we can expect an answer that will draw us closer to 
him.   
 
We’ve been called into a visioning process.  Jesus is asking us what we want him to do for 
Yates.  We are praying and listening, separately and together, to discern what God aspires our 
church to be for His kingdom.  That calling will become the vision for our church for the next 
several years.  A vision is a stretch.  It’s something we can’t accomplish without God’s help.  
 
In faith that Jesus will respond, we invite you to answer these two questions for yourself.  We’ll 
talk about the second question aloud, first with your neighbor and then as a whole group. 

 
What do I want Jesus to do for me? 

 
What do I want Jesus to do for Yates? 

 
For continued prayer and reflection: 
 

• Do I understand the full ramifications of what I’m asking for Yates? 
• Am I really ready for what it is I am asking for Yates? 
• Is there something Jesus is inviting me to do in order to live into what my heart most 

wants for Yates? 


