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The Better Part
Happy New Year! As we make our way into 2023, I want
to re ect on a New Testament story that speaks into our
lives in church. In Luke 10:38-42, Jesus pays a visit to
friends in the town of Bethany. Two sisters busy
themselves in the presence of Jesus. Martha busies
herself with the activity of hospitality, lling drinks and
clearing tables. Mary sits attentively at the feet of her
guest, Jesus, listening and growing in his teaching.
Martha protests to Jesus that Mary has left all the work
for Martha to do, and Jesus corrects her with the famous
response: “Martha, Martha, you are worried and
distracted by many things; there is need of only one
thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be
taken away from her.”
The question is not to ask whether this passage advises
us whether it is better to listen than to serve, to be
contemplative or to be active. Rather, the question is: in
the larger kingdom scheme of things, what do we learn
about life under the reign of God from this passage?
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A growing community alive with Christ,
energized to share God’s transforming love.

(Continued from page 1)
This much is clear: service is important. Jesus deserved to be served and have a meal served for him.
He spent a lot of time at the tables of all sorts, even those that culture or the religious establishment
rejected, and didn’t push away too early. In fact, earlier in this very chapter Jesus told his followers to
eat whatever was set before them, be it lavish or simple. I suspect that for Jesus, even the humblest
meal of bread and wine can be enough. Presumably on this evening, Jesus follows his own advice: he
gratefully ate what Martha set down on the table before him. She worked hard to bring it to him.
Service is lovely, in fact, and is in its own way a needful thing. Jesus says nothing here to undercut the
idea that hospitality and service are noble endeavors and the right thing for disciples to do. But it is
possible to sell out to busy-ness and set aside hearing and pondering the Word of God. When we do
this, we’ve lost our way. It is so easy to substitute our actions for cultivating the deeper relationship to
God in Jesus. We can become so consumed with the “what” we’re doing and lose the sense of the
“why.” And it seems that the “why” makes all the difference.
Consider how they meet up in the powerful story of Grace Thomas. Grace was born in the early 1900s
as the second of ve children. Her father was a streetcar conductor in Birmingham, Alabama, and so
Grace grew up in modest circumstances. Later in life, she married and moved to Georgia. There, Grace
took a clerking job in Atlanta, where she developed a fondness for politics and the law. Already a fulltime mother and a full-time clerk, Grace then enrolled in night school to study law.
In 1954, Grace shocked her family by announcing that she wanted to run for public of ce. In fact, she
ran for governor of the state of Georgia. There was a total of nine candidates that year—and one issue:
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka Kansas, the landmark decision that pointed to the desegregation
of public schools. Grace Thomas was alone among the candidates to say she thought this was a just
decision. Her campaign slogan was “Say Grace at the Polls!” Hardly anyone did. She ran in last place.
Grace decided to run for governor again in 1962. By then, the tensions were even higher than they had
been eight years earlier. Grace’s platform on questions of race and society earned her a number of
death threats. One day she held a rally in a small Georgia town and chose as her venue the old slave
market in the town square. As she stood there, Grace motioned to the platform where human beings had
once been bought and sold like a product and she said, “The old has passed away, the new has come. A
new day has come when all Georgians, white and black, can join hands and work together.” At that point
a red-faced man in the crowd interrupted Grace’s speech to blurt out, “Are you a communist!?” “Why,
no,” Grace replied quietly. “Well then, where’d you get all those ideas!?” Grace pointed to the steeple of
a nearby Baptist church. “I learned them over there, in Sunday school.” Grace had spent time listening
intently to her Lord. What she heard changed her life and launched her on a very speci c, very active,
mission in life.
Ultimately, I don’t think Jesus is calling us to choose between contemplation or service—between what
works in our hearts and the work of our hands. As Fred Craddock noted, if we asked Jesus which
example, Mary’s or Martha’s, we are to follow in life, Jesus would probably say “Yes.” Life with Jesus is
about learning to listen and learning to respond. May we welcome his yes to us with a yes of our own.
That is, in my mind, the better part.
Grace & Peace,
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College Students of the Week
January 22
Chandler Smith
2221 Dunn Ave,
220 North Hall
Raleigh, NC 27607

January 15
Laura Garcia
515 Hinton James Dr.
RM 506C
Chapel Hill, NC 27514-2151

January 29
Tucker Cothran
2596 Sharon Rose Dr.
Lima, OH 45807

3

Missions Calendar

Yates on Mission
Lunch ’n Serve
Thursday, January 19, 2023

Jan. 18
Jan. 19
Feb. 1
Feb. 2
Feb. 16
Feb. 25
Feb. 26

School Supply Collection
Lunch & Serve
Passport Deposit Deadline
Caring House meal
Lunch & Learn
Projects at The Addison
WMU Focus Sunday

Yates Fellowship Hall
11:30 am
Join us on the third Thursdays of the month for Lunch &
Serve. Each month we will have lunch and participate in some kind
of service or learning activity. We chose the 3rd week in honor of
Martin Luther King Jr.
In January, we will put together small Survival Kits for the staff
at Rogers-Herr Middle School. The school has 30 teachers and 70
support staff personnel. The items will be purchased by the
church, things like a box of tissues, a dry erase marker and a
snack, On Jan. 19 after lunch, this group will put these items into
individual bags to be taken that afternoon to the school.
On Feb. 16, BeeBee Thomas will teach a course on Hand-Only
CPR. Knowing these skills could help save the life of someone you
love. The class will begin at 11 am with lunch following.

Put the dates on your calendars and make plans to bring a
friend. Call the church office to reserve your space! RSVP by the
Monday before.

School Supplies for
Rogers-Herr Middle School
Rogers-Herr Middle School lies within the shadow of our
church. Do those students and their parents know that we care?
We have planted flowers and spruced the yard of the school during
Operation InAsMuch, but let’s get more personal.

In January we will be collecting school supplies for needy
students. The staff operate a school store and will determine how
to distribute the supplies. Please leave items in the narthex before
Thursday, January 19. Here are some needed items for middle
schoolers:






Composition books
Loose leaf paper (college rule or wide rule)
Pencils
3 ring binders (variety of sizes)
Folders (any kind)

They also have an Amazon wish list if you’d like to purchase
something and have it shipped directly to the school.
ow.ly/PQmf50LLjxJ
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We were told that the
Families Moving Forward
Desert Gala on December 2
raised about $15,000. That will
go a long way.
Our host rotation for January through
June 2023 has not been assigned yet. Thank
you for all who have volunteered this year.
In Christ,
Pam Wheeler and Kathy Stickley

Meal for the
Caring House
The Journey Class is
heading up the meal for the
Caring House on Thursday,
Feb. 2. Be watching for ways
you might support them.
Sunday School classes are challenged to
participate in mission projects. We would love
more hands-on projects. If you have an idea,
please contact Lynn Odom,
care4godsearth@gmail.com.

Christmas Global Offering
Goal $4,500
Given $3,784.20
Lottie Moon: $2,317.00
CBF Global: $1,467.20

Passport Save the Dates!

WMU Focus Sunday
February 26, 2023

Youth
July 9th-14th, 2023

Preacher: Cara Lynn Vogel,
State Coordinator for
Christian Women’s Job Corp

Spartanburg, SC
Cost: $400

Children
July 3rd-6th, 2023
Montreat, NC
Cost: $350

$100 non-refundable deposit due by
February 1st to guarantee a spot.
We have somewhat limited availability this year
so please do not delay!
The Youth and Children’s Advisory Committee
will hold a Spring fundraiser (TBD) to help
offset camp costs.

Cookies for
Children’s
Home

Yates Women to lead in Worship
In 1994, the Women’s Missionary Union® held a planning
meeting to address the needs of women in poverty. The inspiration
for Christian Women’s Job Corps® came as a group of women
visited ladies in the Appalachians. They discovered that when
women help women by mentoring them, both experience a life
change.

They felt this pattern could be replicated and expanded. The
key was women helping women. These events led to the forming of
Christian Women’s Job Corps, which now spans 200 sites across
the US. In 2004, the first Christian
Men’s Job Corps site opened in Texas
to address similar needs of men.
CWJC of North Carolina
established two sites in 1998 and
now has nine CWJC/CMJC sites as
of March 2022 as well as an
international partnership with multiple
sites in southern Africa.

Cara Lynn Vogel leads the efforts in NC. Plan to come Feb. 26
and learn how God’s love is changing people’s lives. We have sites
in Ahoskie, Edenton, Elizabethtown, Lumberton, Raleigh,
Waynesville, Wilmington, Winston-Salem and King Williams Town,
South Africa.

Ministering at The Addison
Saturday, Feb. 25

Each year
churches from
across the state
bake cookies for
the NC Baptist
Children’s Homes. Winslow Carter and Alfred
Dula took the Yates Baptist Association
contributions to Kennedy Home in Kinston.
Thank you Winslow and Alfred! Foster
children and other children who cannot live
with their biological parents are in need of our
prayers.

As part of our WMU ministry focus, we are planning several
activities with the residents of the Addison, an assisted living and
memory care facility on Garrett Road. J Muckenfuss has been
volunteering there for some time, leading in Bible studies.
We want to shower the residents with God’s love that Saturday.
Be thinking of ways you could be involved. Folks could play games,
do manicures,
give a concert,
and visit with the
residents.
Hopefully, we can
form some
relationships and
turn this into a
regular ministry.
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News from the CDC

Dear members of the Yates Baptist Church congregation –
Dear Members of the Yates Baptist Church Congregation,
We’ve come nearly to the end of another year and the children in the CDC are eagerly awaiting the
Christmas season.
Looking back at this year we have so many things to be thankful for. A staff who have remained
committed to us throughout the pandemic, full enrollment, nancial stability and parents who
recommend us to their friends.
Looking ahead, we are anticipating that we will need to be ready for the state assessment for our 5
star rating, probably within the rst 6 months of the New Year. Following that, we will begin
preparation for our reaccreditation assessment with the National Association for the Education of
Young Children, which is due in June of 2024.
The staff are currently helping children create Christmas gifts for their parents. As a staff we enjoy
sharing Secret Santa gifts with our co-workers, sharing treats with one another and once again we
went out for a Christmas dinner together at Nantucket restaurant. We enjoyed a delicious meal and
time for adult social time!
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Yates Baptist congregation, WEE Committee
members and the Church leadership once again for their continuing support and encouragement for
the CDC.
We wish you all a restful and enjoyable time with your families during this Christmas season.

Warmly, June
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Matt Miller, Ella Grace
Rosemary Cumbie, Hannah Segars
Lillian Glenn, Janie Wilder, Tom Wooters,
Jacob McGhinnis
Janet Breedlove, Karen Catlett
Ron Cumbie, Jethro Libutan
Pete Summerlin
Warren Jones, Noah Barron-Baker, Sam Barron-Baker
Gail Killough
Matt Griffin, Shannon Reed
Jeanell Cox
Harriet Carter, Brian Nunnally, Jr., Ted Reed
Bill Dodson
Dena Goins
Kathleen Carswell
Jonathan Miller, Anne Summerlin
Paige Thornton
Diane Beddingfield
Randy Carver

Annual Budget =
O erings To Date =
Expenses To Date =
Other Revenues =
*through November 2022
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$750,000.00
$533,790.47
$644,698.21
$20,965.00

Ministry Volunteers for January

Deacon of the Week: 1: ——
8: Brady Taylor
15: John Shelton
22: Gail Zedick
29: Australia Clay

Memorials

A donation has been made to Growing God’s House in memory of Betty Howie by Roy & Hilda
Holder, Alvin & Linda Clark, in memory of John Payne by Dan & Martha Milam; in memory of
George & Ruth Dean by Janet Breedlove; in memory of George Dean by Brian & Rebecca Nance;
in honor of Anne Bassett by Mary Bassett; to Haiti in memory of Katherine Zibell by Mark Greg.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Congratulations to Shamieka Francis in the birth of her son Aiden Francis, born on December 3,
6lbs 14ozs.
Christian Sympathy is extended to the family of Al Ripley; to the family of George Dean; to the
family of Anita Miller in the death of her father Harry Fuchslocher.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Staff Directory
Head of the Church: Jesus Christ
Ministers: The members of Yates Baptist Church
Christopher Ingram, Pastor
Danny Steis, Minister of Children, Youth & Families
Ted Reed and Keith Longmire, Music Team
J. Muckenfuss, Minister of Adult Discipleship and
Infrastructure

Mackenzie Smith, Seminarian in Residence
June Shillito, CDC Director
Rebecca Nance, Ministry Assistant
Walt Pickett, Chair, Deacons
Mary Martha Reed, Pianist
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