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The Little Poinsettia That Could
Every year before Christmas, I purchase a number of 
poinsettias and keep one in my office. I try and nurture it 
as long as it will let me. Typically, poinsettias flower for 4 
to 6 weeks, and are expected to last only two or three 
months. My relationships with the annual office 
poinsettias are usually all too brief.
 
Last year, my little red poinsettia made it all the way to 
Easter, though. This year‘s white poinsettia, courtesy of 
Katie McGhinnis, is going to make it all the way to May – 
and, Lord willing, beyond. It’s been wonderful to have 
such a delicate, fragile flower abide with me for nearly a 
half-year’s journey through ministry with Yates. The 
poinsettia has been my companion during Advent, across 
Christmas, through Epiphany and in Lent. Now, it’s 
halfway through the great 50 days of Easter.

Truth be told, the flower is not quite what it once was. 
Some of the leaves have dried and fallen. With all its 
resiliency and durability, it seems a bit more fragile. Still, 
there’s no denying that it has a role and purpose for me 
every single day it lives on. Maybe in this season of my 
own life, this little flower is speaking to me differently. As I 
try and make sense of what was and what will be, in the 
great reckoning that comes to us all at midlife, this year‘s 
poinsettia is telling me something about myself. At the 
very least, I think it is holding a mirror up to my own 
experience of reflection and self-examination. As Jesus 
might say: “Consider the lilies poinsettias!”

(Continued on page 2)
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“Teach us to number our days,” Psalm 90:12 sings, “that we may gain a heart of wisdom.” That 
Psalm is more than just a sober awareness of our mortality. It is also calling us to reckon the finite 
brush strokes of our lives painted across the canvas of God’s eternity. Our lives, and every day of 
them, are filled with significance and purpose, because they are lives granted and given by our 
loving God. No, my poinsettia will not last forever. Neither will I. Not like this. Yet, while it does live, it 
encourages me and reminds me of important lessons for my own days. Can you tell I’m grateful for 
my poinsettia?
 
Above all, I think it reminds me that, even though I can clearly see I am not who I once was, or even 
who I thought I might be, every day there is breath in my lungs is a day and that can be enriched 
when I live into my God- given role and purpose. I am a Christian, a husband, a dad, a pastor, a 
son, a brother, a runner (sometimes), a friend, a colleague, and more. When I embrace the many 
ways my life is put to work in the world by God in Jesus’ name, whether in these roles or in new 
ones, I can only see limitless potential to experience God and for others to experience God through 
me. When I am prayerful and intentional about looking, listening and perceiving, God is very present 
when I am active or at rest. How about you?
 
In the stress, push and pull of the pandemic and post-pandemic experience, we have all been 
changed. Our church has also been changed. I remain so grateful to have witnessed your resiliency, 
creativity and hopefulness. The season of Easter which we celebrated so robustly this year has 
shown me how deeply rooted we are together in hopeful living for this life and the life to come. Over 
the past few weeks, we have moved from full-throated worship to donut taste tests and allowed it all 
to strengthen the ties that bind us and draw us more deeply into God’s great life together.
 
As we approach the summer, let us 
continue to draw strength together from 
the source of all these good gifts, Jesus 
Christ, and this community he has given 
us to share together as Yates Baptist 
Church. Together, I believe we will 
continue to flourish and witness to God’s 
saving love as we do. The Apostle Paul 
counseled the Colossians “As you 
therefore have received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, continue to walk in him, rooted and 
built up in him and established in the faith, 
just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving.” (2:6-7) What a timely word 
for us all. I love that phrase “rooted and 
built up in [Christ].” It makes me think of 
that resilient little poinsettia that could! 
May it be so for us.

Grace & Peace,

(Continued from page 1)
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Signup to Provide a Meal for our Sunday Night Youth and Kids Time!

The meal is an important part of our Sunday night gathering. 


Sign up at:

https://bit.ly/YBC-YouthDinner

https://bit.ly/YBC-YouthDinner
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Yates on Mission 
Missions Calendar  

 
 

May   6       Rock the Block—FMF 

May 18       Lunch ‘n Serve 

June  4       Deadline to Sign Up OCCC 

June 10      ATT Clean UP 

June 10      Operation InAsMuch 

June 15      Lunch ‘n Serve 

June 18      Worship at OCC 

July 3-6      Passport Kids 

July 9-14    Passport Youth 

Rock the Block 
Needs You! 

May 6, 2023 
        Join Families Moving Forward on         

Saturday, May 6th, for their second annual 

Rock the Block Day of Service! They will be 

revitalizing and beautifying their property with 

volunteer projects, such as painting, staining, 

mulching, gardening, cleaning, organizing, 

and creating a special FMF mural on the     

facility. Volunteers must be 18 years of age or 

older to participate. 

        To add to the day's inspiration, there will 

be live music, a complimentary lunch, and 

the celebration of service with our   communi-

ty! To register, please visit the link below to 

learn more and choose your shift. 

 https://fmfnc.org/rocktheblock  

        Please consider making a donation to 

support Rock The Block and building a better 

home for our families. Gifts of any amount 

make a huge difference! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 10, 2023 
8:30 am to Noon 

        Though programs sometimes run their course, the need for 

compassion never diminishes. The idea of Operation Inasmuch 

started at Yates over 20 ago. Though it has lost some of its new-

ness, it continues to be a good way to reach out to our community 

in the name of Jesus, offering help where it is needed. Though the 

acts of kindness and service provided through OIAM are small 

things, we are reminded by Jesus Himself that even a drink of   

water in His name to someone needing it is the same as giving a 

drink to Him. (Matthew 25:40). 

        Activities are being planned now and will need your involve-

ment to carry them out. Please let us know if you have project    

ideas or if you would like to lead a project. Soon, we will begin the 

sign up process, and we hope you will take the opportunity to serve 

in some way. 

        So, here is an IFFY proposition for 

you: Volunteer and get to know someone 

at Yates you may not know by working 

alongside them, serving others. Some of 

the very best fellowship happens around 

doing good work together. And, of course, 

we will find a way to make food a part of 

the fellowship time during the day. 

        If volunteering is not possible for you, please pray for the    

process that we will become the hands and feet of Jesus on that 

day. Thank you. 

Sam Haithcock 
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        On May 18, Richard Gwaltney from NC   
Baptist Aging Ministry (NCBAM) will lead a      
session on understanding generational           
differences. The generations don’t exactly       
act or think alike. And, since teenagers love   
pizza, we’re having pizza for lunch that day. 
        Call the church office to reserve your space! 
RSVP by May 15. We want to have enough pizza for everyone! 

        If you have any suggestions or ideas 
for Lunch ‘n Serve, please contact Lynn 
Odom at care4godsearth@gmail.com or 
J Muckenfuss.   

 

 
         Serve Trust has put out a call to 
prayer. Please pray for Christians in  
India. Leena Lavanya, the ministries 
leader, is very concerned about the  increased prevalence and hostility of anti
-Christian groups and the risks they pose to her village churches, their many 
pastors and new believers. She is concerned for their safety.  
        More broadly, Leena is worried about the future of Christian evangelism 
in India. A particular concern is the upcoming Supreme Court hearings     
challenging several states’ anti-conversion laws. The laws are prompting 
more worship disruption and destruction of churches in the area. Leena is 
thankful that her churches have not been harmed, but there is fear among 
her pastors.  

        Please join Leena in praying for the churches, their pastors, and their 
members, many of whom practice in secret. And pray that the Court will rule 
in favor of religious freedom. 

        Pray for Leena’s monthly pastor retreats. 
She brings in a guest preacher every month to 
teach the pastors on a different focus area of 
the Bible.  

        Pray for ServeTrust’s schools and all the 
children. Leena and Aashika are observing that more youth are leaving school 
following Covid, as families deal with financial stress. Pray for the computer 
school—Leena hopes to offer advanced courses but needs to hire a qualified 
teacher. Please pray that she can find an affordable and skilled teacher soon. 

 
 

Summer Mission Camps for Children & Youth 
 

PASSPORT Kids – July 3-6 (Montreat) 
PASSPORT Youth – July 9-14 (Converse College) 

Contact Danny Steis for more information at danny.steis@yateschurch.org  

May 18 
11:00 am 

Caring for Creation 
ATT Clean Up 
Part of OIAM  

June 10 
        Sign up to help during 
Operation InAsMuch on June 

10. Sign up sheets will be in the       
narthex before and after worship soon.  

        Contact Sam Haithcock for more 
details. Adult volunteers should register 
with Durham Parks & Recreation 
online.  

 

        The door is opening to return to 
ministry with at Orange County          
Correctional Center this summer! On 
Sunday evening, June 18, a group of 
Yates volunteers will travel to OCCC to 
lead worship and serve a snack        
fellowship afterward. 
        If you have never worshipped with 
this unique congregation, you might be 
inspired by how freely the Holy Spirit 
moves! You will need to sign up ahead 
of time. The deadline is June 4. Contact 
Christopher Ingram for more info 
at christopher@yateschurch.org. 

 
Easter Offerings 

CBF $850; SBC $1,640 

 

Total Given: $2,490 
Goal: $5,000 

 
It’s not too late to GIVE! 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE ANNOUNCES A DEBT REDUCTION 
EMPHASIS FOR OUR GROWING GOD’S HOUSE LOAN.  

The Finance Committee is announcing a new opportunity for us to focus on 
paying down the debt we incurred when we renovated the Yates sanctuary.  
There are changes in front of us that provide a special opportunity for us to 
step up and provide more money over the long term for our missions and 
ministries from Yates. 

Some of you will remember that a long-term loan was secured from the North 
Carolina Baptist Foundation for the renovation.  The term of this loan was 25 
years, and we now have 20 years left.  According to our agreement the 
interest rate will adjust this fall.  The current rate is 4.9%, and the refinanced 
rate will increase to 4.9% plus the federal prime rate in November.

There are many advantages for paying down the loan before it refinances to a 
higher interest rate. Most obvious would be that less of future annual budgets 
operating expenses would go toward loan payment.  Less money in our 
budgets going toward the expense of debt retirement means more money 
available to further our ministries and missions work.  

What is the Finance committee asking every family/everyone in Yates to do? 

We are asking each family and or individual to prayerfully consider making an 
additional donation this year to help us move forward in reducing, or even 
eliminating our debt.  We have already received several substantial gifts that 
will move us along the right path, but there is much more opportunity to help. 
  We are encouraging you to consider making a special contribution to 
Growing God’s House (GGH) before September 2023, if possible. This will 
allow the newly adjusted interest to be calculated considering your gift. 
However, if you cannot make a full donation this year, Yates will continue 
receiving gifts to the GGH Fund as long as the debt remains. Please be in 
prayer about how you can help.

For additional information contact Finance Committee members Lindsay 
Cook, Mike English, or Richard Poindexter. 
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!

Annual Budget = $760,000.00 
Offerings To Date =  $145,343.27 
Expenses To Date = $207,762.78 
*through March 2023

 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Marilyn Haithcock 
3 Zac Rogers 
4  Candy Kirby 
5 Lynn Odom 
6 Andy Cruickshank, Michelle Reed 
7 Ellie Lockwood 
8 Joy Penta, James Shelton 
9 Jim Smith, Kaitlyn Carver 
13 Cathy Longmire, J. Muckenfuss 
14 Karen Burgin, John Guyton, 
 Wesley Thomas, Pam Wheeler 
15 Katie McGhinnis 
19 Megan Elliott 
20 Emma Elliott 
21  John Myers, Kathy Stickley 
22 Robert Mallard 
23 Michael Mears 
27 Vance Smith, Carol Treichler 
28 Lori Chapman 
29 Donna Athas, Rachael Cruickshank 
30 Ellen Cruickshank 
31 Judy Fenton, Avery Norris 
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Ministry Volunteers for May

Deacon of the Week:    7: Australia Clay 
   14: Gayle Davis 
   21: Debbie Griffin 
   28: Sam Haithcock 

Flower Commi:ee:       7: Judy Woody 
   14: Laverne Burch 
   21: Be?y Thompson 
   28: Winslow Carter 

Staff Directory
Head of the Church: Jesus Christ
Ministers: The members of Yates Baptist Church
Christopher Ingram, Pastor
Danny Steis, Minister of Children, Youth & Families
Ted Reed and Keith Longmire, Music Team
J. Muckenfuss, Minister of Adult Discipleship and 
  Infrastructure

Mackenzie Smith, Seminarian in Residence 
June Shillito, CDC Director
Rebecca Nance, Ministry Assistant
Walt Pickett, Chair, Deacons
Mary Martha Reed, Pianist

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Christian Sympathy is extended to the family of Charlie Rigsbee; to the family of Erma Libutan in 
the death of her father Manuel Ojoylan.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Red Cross Blood Drive  
Friday, May 26  

11:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Memorial Day weekend is a critical need time for 
blood products! There is and will be an urgent need for 
blood and platelet donations, and you can help! 
Please consider giving a little of your time to donate 
blood.


Blood donations help cancer patients, trauma victims, people with sickle cell anemia, those with 
chronic diseases and more. Donations help people of all ages. Every 2 seconds, someone in the 
U.S. needs blood. 


We need your help! Mark your calendar for Friday, May 26, and plan to donate blood in the 
Fellowship Hall. Appointments are available now.


To sign up, you can search for 'yates' on the "Find a Drive" section of the Red Cross website.


Contact J. Muckenfuss if you have any questions.

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
https://yateschurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a22873014d58a7d586f687a65&id=ddc8f69aa6&e=39dcb1298d

